VIOLENCE   DISPOSES   OF   CONSCIENCE

fact that he exists, for his essence diffuses itself in ever-
widening circles, spreading his convictions as ripples
spread when a stone is flung into a pool. Since Castellio
would not bend, he must be broken. A trap was baited,
to lure him back on to the battlefield of "heresy." One
of his colleagues at the university was found ready and
willing to act as provocative agent. This man sent a
friendly letter, couched in terms which implied that the
question was purely theoretical, asking Castellio to ex-
pound his views with regard to the doctrine of predestina-
tion. Castellio agreed to a public debate, but had hardly
opened his mouth when one of the audience rose and
accused him of heresy. Castellio was quick to realize
what was afoot. Instead of springing the trap by defend-
ing himself, and thus giving his adversaries justification
for their charge, he broke off the discussion, and his
colleagues at the university would not allow any further
steps to be taken against him. Geneva, however, refused
to be discouraged. The first trick having failed, recourse
was had to another. Subsequent challenges to public
debate being ignored, rumours were circulated and
pamphlets issued, in the hope of goading Castellio into
the open. His enemies made mock of his translation of
the Bible; he was denounced as the author of anonymous
libels; the most abominable calumnies were dissemin-
ated : as if at the word of command, a storm was raised
against him from every quarter of the compass.

The ubiquity and the excesses of the zealots made it
clear to all unbiased humanists that an attempt was to be
made upon the body and the life of this distinguished and
pious scholar, now that he had been deprived of freedom
of speech. The venomousness of the persecution brought
him much friendly support. Melanchthon, the doyen of
the German Reformation, ostentatiously came to the
front as one of Castellio's backers. As Erasmus in earlier
days, so Melanchthon now was nauseated by the spleen
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